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Climate Responsive Design
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The Malabar Hill Forest
Trail thus arises out of the urgent
need to preserve and restore
the forest's rich ecosystem,
while creating a new, sustainable
interface between nature and
the city. Traversing roughly
the same path as the two older
trails on the ground level,
the new, elevated walkway will
run a total length of 705 metres,
taking visitors through the entire
length of the forest.
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Malabar Hill Forest Trail opens
up bnexplored avenues for
bird-watchifg and recreation
in the middie of Mumbai‘.

The walkway will be illuminated by warm lighting fixtures placed within the
Sal wood balustrade, a strategy centred on keeping light pollution spilling onto the
forest floor to a minimum. Information panels and small kiosks along the walk
will provide essential information to first-time or infrequent visitors.

by steel joists over structural steel beams, which will
themselves be supported by the columns. Averaging
at 1.5m, the width of the deck will increase every
150m to accommodate amenities for visitors—from
1.5m to 3.6m to include seating zones, and to 5.4m to
accommodate expansive viewing decks, one of which
will feature a glass bottom

The walkway will be illuminated by warm lighting
fixtures placed within the Sal wood balustrade, a
strategy centred on keeping light pollution spilling
onto the forest floor to a minimum. Information panels
and small kiosks along the walk will provide essential
information 1o first-time or infrequent visitors. Garbage
bins will be placed at regular intervals too to help curb
instances of littering, while a network of CCTV cameras
will ensure improved supervision of the precinct.

The Malabar Hill Forest Trail will thus offer an
unparalleled and transcendent natural experience akin
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to walking in the woods in the heart of a bustling city
like Mumbai, while opening up unexplored avenues
for bird-watching and recreation as well as facilitating
remarkable views of the Arabian Sea and the city
skyline. According to Rahul Kadri, Partner & Principal
Architect, IMK Architects, “The project seeks to set a
precedent for other green, tourist spots in the country
by demonstrating how we can enjoy nature while
causing minimum disturbance to the environment.” 9P
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Typology: Fublc use project

Clent: Brikanmumbal Municipal Corporation (BMC)
Sponsors: ISW Foundation concept stage)

Design team: Rahul Kadn, Harish Vyas, Bhumika Ganjawala,
Heena Shaikh

Total length of trail: 705m



